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Private Industry Council of Westmoreland/Fayette, Inc.  
Awarded $150,000. For AgVets Project 

 
The Private Industry Council of Westmoreland/Fayette, Inc. (PIC) was recently awarded $150,000 from 
the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation to give 20 Fayette County Veterans the opportunity to 
work with local farms to learn the farming trade and transform what they have learned into credentials 
in the agribusiness of Butchering, Heavy Equipment Operation or obtaining a Commercial Drivers 
License. 
 
This project in partnership with Fayette County Farms, Douglas Education Center, the Fayette County 
Veteran Bureau and Penn State Extension and others will help to encourage an agricultural environment 
as well as helping Veterans with barriers they may face.  Veteran can earn up to $960.00 for the 80 
hours of work on the farm that will lead into a training in one of the aforementioned fields. 
 
“The farming community has been the backbone of Fayette County since its inception and with the 
enormous assistance of the Benedum Foundation the needs expressed to us from the farmers will begin 
to be realized with this funding”, says Sean Sypolt, Vice President of Business Services.  He further 
states, “The foundation funding will be the lead source to assist with enrollment into the training 
programs with other federal funds being leveraged where necessary.”  
 
Shujuane Martin, CEO/President of PIC said “The PIC staff is grateful to the Benedum Foundation for 
funding this project for Veterans. PIC has been working on this idea for some time and is thrilled that it 
is coming to life.” 
 
Interested Fayette County Veterans should contact Erika Doyle, Workforce Manager at 724-434-5627 or 
check out the website at www.privateindustrycouncil.com.   
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